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PREFACE. 


For  the  British  Empire  the  year  1887  is  a  marked  year.  It  is  the  "Queen's 
jubilee  year."      For  Canada,  it  is  also  notable  as  the  20th  year  of  Confederation. 

It  is  a  year  whose  statistics  form  the  standard  for  comparison  with  the  past.  It 
will  be  the  year  of  comparison  for  the  future. 

An  effort  has,  therefore,  been  made  to  collect  statistics  suggestive  of  the  changes, 
and  illustrative  of  the  development,  in  Canada  during  the  period  of  Confederation. 
The  first  instalment  is  herewith  given  to  the  Canadian  people,  in  the  hope  that, 
encouraged  by  the  substantial  progress  which  marks  the  years  of  the  childhood 
of  the  Dominion,  they  will  be  strengthened  in  their  determination  to  make  the 
manhood  of  their  country  even  bet.er  in  fulfilment  of  its  destiny  than  the  early 
period  has  been  bountiful  in  promise. 

GEORGE    JOHNSON. 
Ottawa. 
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